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THE 


EXECUIION 


IWilliam Howard, late Earl of Stafford, 
and one of the Popiſh Lords 


On Wedneſday the 29th of this inftant D:aember, 


|. 'P or High- Treaſon, 


In Conſpiring che Death 
OF THE 


Kk 1 N Gb 


f 


AND 
To ſubvert the Proteſtant Religion. 


Hen Men i py, and baſe Souls are by their Prince's fa- 
vours.raiſ of moft Commonly they degenerate into Teraſons, 
and the fowleſt Crimes that Intreſt or Ambition can put into 


their Minds , not anely againſt thoſe that are their Equals, 

tr gain ds pomer had them and that they ought moſt ro reverence 

reſpect as bound To it , nat only by the Laws of Man , but likewiſe by thofe 

| rh, which have counnaſhd us to honour and Obey the King, and that it 

.. is Damnativn to prptaclavef oe ek a h have been our Trayterous Sons of 

Rome, that blinded by their Superſt an groſs $ Errors they have not re- 

either ; bur. have gone on a hn ws lick Confpiracies which had 

they not been AY anA AY bay ucked our of the Jays of 

Ruin and De the Wearld look = 
to to ſe theKingdoms li whilſt on each h 


tiog Papifts with Fire ay x$ex ard Ape of their aarcilef 
cruelty many Countrys can re or gan) l Leonie, Wialdentia, Pcd. 


.mont, Flendrrss France, Irel ountreys more wherg 
thoſe Saves to the Scarket dil Beterh, wh nll an 


but let us leave thoſe afts of Autiens tunes , => Sermon Gy 
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Y. -4ndtakea ſerious veiw of the mighty Stratagems,and Dark contrivances they had 
5” for this Fiſteeh or Sixteen Years paſt . been broodi 

1 Pa coding. 

Firſt, To Fire the famons City and great Metropolis of the Nation by, That 
to reduce us to poverty , ard inrich rhemielves by the plunder ; that uot taking 
cfte&t; a Maſlacre was nexi dejigrted ; hut firſt the King muſt be Vurthered to be- 
gin the bloody Scean and Tragical deſtruqton to pertect this, they had hircd ſe- 
veral Perſons wath valt_ ems, five Hundred or a Thoufard pound, was a ſmall 
ofFr , arid gycr ahg 220ve a Pardon for their fins; for ever fifch was fir Ignoz- 
rance Adwibized to ruſh upan Damnatign ; nay fo far went, when they 


fawthe eeurapeeftheir Rulhns fail, andafat God held back*thewſends ; as to: 
offer 112-1157, Ten Theufard pounds actually ter to Adminiſter a Doſe of Poiſon, 
but at 1#{t Heaven brought to light their Helliſh praftices, ſo decp in Night and 

Darknels laid , and the grand 1 raytors were apprehend ed and lodged fate in the 

ſtreng Fowcr, this Lord of whole deſerved fail we intend to Treat, being one 

of tiie Number, and proved to be guilty of molt or all the before mentipned villa- 

nies ; for ſo we may rightly term juch vile and horrid Treaſons in his Plea he- 

fore the Lords aflemblcd in Parliament , he could not well deny the ſame, they 

were ſworn ſo poſitively and plain againſt him, by thoſe very men whom he had 

endcavored , or did actually hire to undertake the ſame by which it was ſeen that 

Heavens imediate hand was' in the dilcovery and means to bring himto his de- 

ſerved puniſhment z.ſo that after, gveral Evidences far hym had argucd backward 

and forwards confounding their Teſtimonys almoſt at, every Queſtion 'demanded ' 
of them rither to. his diſadvantaze,then grofit;ſo tnat ofie of his. Servants was heard 

tofay to him in Court that he wondered he would ever truſt Mr. Dudgale ( one of 

the meterial Evidences for the King ) with any of his ſecrets for he had often told 

he wonld betray his Trult, or words to that effect. 

After he had, had a fair Tryal before his Peers which laſted for the ſpace of 
Six days he was Caſt by his Peers and fouud guilty of the High Treaſon, with 
which he was charged; upon which he made many Apologies but of no avail, for 
the moſt part being convinced of the- iJlegality of his Opinions by the Lord high 
Steward. So that at laſt he was brotight to the Bar with the Tower Ax beren 

efore him, to receive Sentance _ which he ſeemed much diſmayed ;; for 
it is meſt commonly cbſerye@ thoſe that are inclined to cruelty and eagerly 
hunt after the Kves of others, Ate not willing to graple with death himſelf;- one 
thing is worthy to be obſerved which never yet any Papiſts owned , that upon his 
Tryal he being queſtioned as to the Plot of Gunpowder Treaſon, whither he 
did not belcive that was carried on by the Papiſts ? His Anſwer was, That he 
did beleive it , but that they were very vile and wicked men. His Sentance af- 
ter a moſt Authentick Speech made by the Lord High Stward, was, That he muſt 
goto the place from whence he came, and from thence be drawn upon a Hurdle 
to the appointed place of Execution, there to be hang*d up by the Neck not till 
he was dead.. but ta be cut. down aliye, his privy Members to be cut off, and his 
Bowels to be ripcd out and burnt befcre his face, then his Head to be ſevered ( 
from his hody , and his Four. Quarters to be divided and diſpoſed of according to 
his Majeſty*s pleaſure , or to this cftect ; then the Ax being borem before him, he 
was conveyed by the Leiutenant, and a Guard of Partizans into the Barge , that 
lay at Old Pallace Stairs, ard in it tothe Tower, where he went through Tray- 
torsGate to his fo:mer Lodging; ſeeming very much diſcontented and troubled in 
Mind ; for no doubt his Conſcience being awaked he began to'think of his 
latter end. 3 . 

Being come into the Tower to his old Lodgin ghe behaved himſelf very modeſt- 
ly fetching many ſighs at the reflettion of his Toettering State, and the near a- 
proch of Death ; being often obſerved to pray to himſelf and meditate upon the 
miſery his horrid Treaſon had involved himin : For fouler Crimes have not been 
known, then he paſt doubt was guilty of during his Imprifoument ; after coudem- 
nation Dr. Burnet, and feyeral other Godly Miniſters were with him, to preſwade 
him to a free Confeſſion: of the horrid Plot, and ſo far prevailed with him as to Z 

make him ſomewhat relent, bur *twas not long, for being over awed by Rome's 

pernicious Serpents that lay hiſſing Damnation in his Ears. If he-difcovered our, 
: he was no doubt compelled to recant thoſe : thought yet ſomething mcre then 
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ever Catholick did : yet; Robot, For he did confels their 
was a PJor to promoate the Catholick Religion-;/ and that 
there were fevexal Geatherings:and ContributÞns to propa® 
gate the ſame; bur deviſedithat ought was intended” or de® 
ſigned azainſt the Lite of his: Majeſty , upon che pretence of 
ot a Dilcovery, he was likewiſe according to his own defirs 
broughe to the Bar of th? Houſe of Lords, where he ſhewed 
his 'Mal'ce and his weaknels by endeavouring to ſpot rhe 
candid Repuration. ot lome Honourable worthies!; but'f 
vain, for ir ngt-only begat him a ſharpe: Reproofe;, ' but 
|:kewile incenced the Houle againſt him, being'semmand- 
ed to the Tower, where he continued very penfive when 
he knew the day was perfixed for his Exccution which - 
was the 291, of this inſtant December, and that now 1nter- 
cef].01 would be vain ; the watches being warned, and the 
Trarmned-Bands ordered to be in Arms, on Wedneſday the 
date above mentioned ; be was brought our of the Tower 
by a Guard of Partizans, and. conveyed through. a lain 
of Souldiers and the Hamblers Wards, the Ax being 
boren before him to the place of Execution, being come 
tro the Scaftold he was by the afliſtance of ſome Ofie 
cers of the Tower, helped upon the Scaftold that ſt ood 
upon the Hil] where no fooner being mounted, bur his 
countenance altered . exceedirgly ' as drieading © fnuch the 
n-ar approach of certain Death, whilſt many Catholicks 
that crouded as near as peflible and had taken up ſtand- 
ps : look as dejeted as he to (ce thE Champion of 
their Caule now bogle at Death 3 many prayers he made 
and often liftred up his hands with. divers Protcſtations, 
for the ipace of halt an hour, was oblerved to weep often 
caſting his eyes upon his Fre 1d- that ſtood neareſt him ag 
being loath ro bid the World tarewel, though he would 
not have bluthed ro have been a main Agent in diſtroy- 
ing lo many Thuulands as were intended 'a Sacrifice to 
Rome Yer, Norwichſtanding his fear : Stafford, wuſt re- 
ceive the reward of his black Trealons, in order to which 
accordingly he laying his Head on the Block, afrer ſome 


Time the Executioner did his Officz:and at one blow le. 
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etl 1n:Hebfogmn. his Body, och of 'rhem'e 
bfe , and: mation for-a wad fvco (ace eſpecially che Ie 
which Nigredad wallowed roandfeo,and had the Simptoms 
of:, Lifq, for - about a quareer' of an hour after the 
blow-.was given :as it is credibly reported by thoſe 
who'bad 4 ordering of the ſame 3 thus tcl! the Fray- 
for-,.19- the Snare be had laid far others, and had his 
9Wn-Blood juſtly ſhead, who did deſign ro make Three 
kingdoms. Swim in Blood ; after Execution bis Body was 
conYeyed back into the Tower, to be onputed of as his 
"my hall chiok fir, 


